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further action rests with you."1 The merchants' guild must have
therefore possessed certain privileges. The local cemetery was
probably under its control and to guard it they appointed a watch-
man. If any of the members of this guild was involved in a case,
the matter was brought before the guild when the whole question was
thrashed out in an open and full session. The culprit was given a
full hearing and if he was required to be released on bail when he
was accused by the Judge (Nyayya), the guild came to his rescue
and offered bail to him3. Any decision which they arrived at was
consequently a unanimous agreement after a thorough discussion.
In another case we are told that "the citizens, after deliberation,
unanimously voted that she was a witch."3 Once again this statement
proves that the decision arrived at in any corporate discussion was
the result of only an unqualified agreement.
2.  Corporations and Trade-Eoutes in pre-Gnpta times
These merchants carried on a vast commercial intercourse between
India,   the   Far   East   and the West.   There appear to have existed
four important centres of   commercial enterprise,   which in ay be said
to have been confined  to Bengal  and Kalinga  in the  east and   to
Surastra and Karuataka   on the  west coasts.   Traders evidently  left
either from Valabhi or Broach on the west coast and from Tamralipti
on the east coast, for voyages,  as the Mahajanaka Jalaka tells us,
between Campa and Suvarnabhumi.4   The important sea-ports on the
Kalinga coast  are  mentioned  by  Ptolemy  and  the  Perfplns^   The
former relates how ships  left for the eastern  seas from the port of
Gopalpur, which was situated a little below the mouth of the Rasikulya
river and sailed across the bay  of  Bengal.-"   The Pariplws refers to
another trade route  from  three   harbours  on  the east  coast  near
Masulipatam, whence the sea-farers   left for  the   distant Far  East
across the Bay of Bengal.6   The third important sphere of commercial
activity was the province of Surastra on the west coast wherein the
most navigable port was that of Broach.   The Sussotuli Jalaka informs
us  that from  this town   of Broach   there  was  another trade  route
along the western coast to the east.7   In Karnataka of course there were
the important ports of Semulla (Ohaul) and Mangarur (Mangalore).8
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